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by Z1 Architects
and Talati and Panthaky

IN HYDERABAD
A dramatic home created by

Aamir and Hameeda Associates
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dynamic architecture of
5 Nabil Gholam in Lebanon
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tmnal projects with Ru.ardo
Bofill’s Taller de Arquitectu
Nabil decided to set up his o
practice and founded Nab
Gholam Architecture & Planming
 (NGAP) in Beirutin 1994. =
Fourteen years later, the prac-
tice has expanded considerably &
'{nd LUlTlplIbC‘; 4 team ot I)\'CI’
oy 50 full time professionals, work-|
‘ing with the. ort of several
former team members and &
broad netwerk of top intugg
tional specialty
line with the firm’s ammng Vit
ibility on the 1r1tc-1n.1t10n
scene, a satellite ufh(;:t,
Barcelona was esta

comprises over 200 project
and the firm has won nume!
ous awards.

questioning and experimentin
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There are generous indoor
and outdoor living areas,
with spaces for dining
and recreation that complement
the clients” social lifestyle.
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recreation that would comple-
ment the couple’s social
lifestyle, and of course, the
usual amenities.

The brief was much less
straightforward: while the aim
was to have a modern
Mediterranean house (‘not
organic, not monolithic’), the
couple brought two very differ-
ent stylistic expectations into it.
HE had grown up in a family
that had been living in homes
since the 1960s, which were in
the modern architectural style
(including houses by Mallet-
Stevens and Niemeyer), in
Lebanon, Europe and the USA,
and had a preference for its
clean lines and austerity. SHE
came from a background in the
hotel and tourism industry, and
had a more romantic vision of
ornate and plush luxury, which
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THE SITE AND CONTEXT
The 11,000 sq mt site sits on a
sumptuous pine-covered hilltop,
1,200 mts above sea-level on
Mount Lebanon, commanding
extraordinary vistas in all direc-
tions. The climate, because of

harness the

THE PHILOSOPHY
The commission for this house
came at a very significant time in
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g sea breezes,
take full advantage of the views
and the open skies, while keeping
a layout that was flexible.

of our philosophy. Rooted in a
strong desire to satisfy the end
user without making conces-
sions to the integrity of our
architecture, we developed a
position that can best be inter-
preted as essentialism, or the
reduction of each aspect of the
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The 11,000 sq mt site sits
on a sumptuous pine-covered
hilliop, 1,200 mts above
sea-level on Mount Lebanon,

commanding exiraordinary
vistas in all directions.
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From within, the views framing the
pine woods and the valleys beyond
are gradually unveiled and
broadened, eventually opening
fully to great vistas of the sea.

brief and context to its most
poetic and essential quality,
before giving it architectural
form. In that sense, we strived to
reinterpret the “Modern
Mediterranean” house as a
dwelling with the following
essential qualities:

® An ecological outlook
respecting the site and a use of
local materials throughout.

® A simple, legible massing
language that belies a rich collec-
tion of spatial experiences and
framed views.

® A powerful and seamless
integration between the inner
(architectural) and outer (land-
scape) realms, with a subtle delin-
eation of public (social) and pri-
vate (familial) realms.”

THE CONCEPT AND DESIGN

A sweeping arched retainer wall
holds back the hilltop, allowing a
series of orthogonal local sand-
stone walls to spring out from the
land. Cascading down the site,
they direct the gaze and frame
views of the blue sky, the lush
pine forest, the snow-capped
mountains, and the eternal hori-
zon of the Mediterranean Sea.
From the highest point of the
hill, they read as archaeological
traces of a timeless structure sunk
in a field of indigenous flora.

Horizontal planes of cross-cut
travertine slabs, cool reflecting
water ponds, and cantilevered
canopies intersect the walls in a
dialogue with the slope, generat-

111 = inside outside february 2009

ing the living spaces of the
house. Careful orientation and
sun-shading, planted roofs,
crawling greenery and obsessive
attention to proportion help the
house to sink considerately into
the hill and respect its ecology
(existing trees were carefully pro-
tected and only indigenous
species were added). Yet the
choices and expressions of mater-
ial reveal that these walls are very
much man-made: a rational lay-
ering of horizontal joints over-
laps the ashlar construction of
the main sandstone walls, which
act like horizontal incisions in
the landscape.

Effectively, the house has two
faces it offers to the world. The
first one it presents, is a mute
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D+H Chalets Fagra, Lebanon

ucked into the steep landscape of
the Faqra Resort on the edge of a
cliff, these two single-family chalets
are designed to provide all the com-
fort and amenities within a relatively
compact space. Access is gained from
the planted roofs at. sm.ct level, and
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When the owner leaves and closes the house, it returns to its
mute simple box shape.
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technical conduits and natural
ventilation shafts to the open
floors and on the others, it opens
up to the spectacular views of the

valley and the Mediterranean
beyond. When the owner leaves
and closes the house, it returns to
its mute simple box shape, remi-
niscent of old mountain struc-
tures in Lebanon, which invari-
ably have a simple platonic form,
inserted in the landscape. (1}

Fa file

Area: 400 sq mts each,

with 2 car parking above

Client: Private Archifecture: NGAP

Structural engineer: Sleiman Serhal

Electro Mechanical Engineer: Bureau d'études
Kamal Sioufi

3D images: Ateliers-U
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